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Welcome to the 

23rd Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer Breakfast 

The San Francisco Interfaith Council welcomes you to the 23rd Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer 
Breakfast. The Council exists to serve and give voice to our City’s 800 congregations, their respective 
judicatories, and the faith-based social service agencies that provide the safety net for San Francisco’s 
most vulnerable residents. 

The Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer Breakfast is our major event of the year, when representatives 
of the faith community, civic leaders and residents come together to give thanks for the gifts bestowed 
on our City and to pray for the well being of all of our residents. 

Each year at this breakfast, we shine the spotlight on the important contributions the religious community 
makes to the life of San Francisco. This year we observe the 35th anniversary of the Interfaith Winter 
Shelter and recognize those who provide critically needed safe and welcoming respite as well as lovingly 
cooked meals. 

We are grateful for your presence here today and hope that this experience will inspire you to participate 
in the many important activities of the San Francisco Interfaith Council. 

A moment of light and hope that broke all records! 200 walkers (mostly students) raised $30,000 for the 
San Francisco Interfaith Council’s Interfaith Winter Shelter on October 15, 2023! 
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35th Anniversary Observance of 

Interfaith Winter Shelter 

At the outset of his term as Mayor, Art Agnos appealed to religious leaders to come to the aid of the City 
in addressing our homeless crisis. What began as a one-year Emergency Winter Shelter, this year enters 
into its 35th year. Under the auspices of the San Francisco Department of Homelessness and Supportive 
Housing, sponsored by the San Francisco Interfaith Council, operated by Episcopal Community Services, 
generously supported by four host sites, and over 50 meal providing religious and other organizations, the 
Interfaith Winter Shelter provides critically needed safe and welcoming respite, as well as lovingly cooked 
meals, for up to 80 homeless guests from the Monday before Thanksgiving until the end of March. Today 
we mark this milestone of service and express appreciation to those whose inspired vision, volunteerism 
and commitment has made this valued program possible. 

Cooking and Serving at the Interfaith Winter Shelter 
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Special Recognition of Interfaith Winter Shelter 

Host Sites and Meal Providers 

1988 – 2023 

Host Sites 

Calvary Presbyterian Church * 

Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption # 

Episcopal Community Services’ Canon Kip Senior Center # 

First Congregational Church 

First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco * # 

Grace Cathedral * 

Old First Presbyterian Church * 

Old St. Mary’s Cathedral * 

St. Boniface Catholic Church 

St. Paulus Lutheran Church 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church # 

Trinity+St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

(* First Interfaith Winter Shelter Site) 
(# Current Interfaith Winter Shelter Site) 
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Interfaith Winter Shelter Meal Providers 

(2022 – 2023 Season) 

Bethany United Methodist Church 
Buddhist Church of San Francisco 

Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation 
Calvary Presbyterian Church 
Congregation Beth Sholom 

Congregation Emanu-El 
Congregation Sherith Israel 

Cornerstone Trinity Baptist Church 
Episcopal Church of the Incarnation 

First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco 
Forest Hill Christian Church 

Grace Cathedral 
Holy Name Parish - St. Vincent de Paul Conference 

Holy Innocents Episcopal Church 
Holy Trinity Cathedral 
Knights of St. Francis 
Ladies Prayer Group 

Lopez Family 
Mission Dolores Basilica 

Morse Lodge #257 I.O.O.F. 
Noe Valley Ministry 

Old St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Or Shalom Jewish Community 

Presbyterian Church in Chinatown 
RescueSF 

Saints Peter & Paul Chinese Apostolate 
San Francisco Swedenborgian Church 

San Francisco Zen Center 
Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church 

St. Francis Episcopal Church 
St. Ignatius Parish 

St. John Armenian Apostolic Church 
St. Mary the Virgin Episcopal Church 

St. Stephen Parish 
St. Teresa of Avila Church 
St. Vincent de Paul Church 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference 
St. Vincent de Paul Society - St. Mary’s Cathedral 

Unity Spiritual Center of San Francisco 
Zoom International
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Sponsors for Today’s Breakfast 

Premier Sponsor - $5,000 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 

 1 Chronicles 16:34 

Supporting Sponsors - $2,500 
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Supporting Sponsors (Continued) - $2,500 

Table Sponsors - $1,500 

Archdiocese of San Francisco 
The Boldt Company 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 
Dr. Allen Calvin 

Congregation Sherith Israel 
Episcopal Community Services 

First Unitarian Universalist Society of SF 
Ground Floor Public Affairs 

Jewish Community Relations Council 
Most Holy Redeemer Catholic Church 

Sutter Health 
United Methodist Church – Bay District 

Sustaining Sponsors - $750 

Congregation Beth Sholom 
CORO Northern California 

Episcopal Diocese of California 
Grace Cathedral 

Hala K. Hijazi 
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We Thank Those Who Have Supported 
the San Francisco Interfaith Council in 2023 

Agencies 

Cameron House 
Catholic Charities 

CORO Northern California 
Episcopal Community Services 

GLIDE Foundation 
Golden Gate Association UCC 

Institute on Aging 

Jewish Community Relations Council 
Lutheran Social Services 

Mercy Housing Inc. 
The Salvation Army 

San Francisco Campus for Jewish Living 
St. Anthony Foundation 

Tabernacle Community Development Corp.

Congregations 

Brahma Kumaris Meditation Center 
Calvary Presbyterian Church 

Christ Church, Lutheran 
City Church San Francisco 

Congregation Beth Sholom 
Congregation Emanu-El 

Congregation Sherith Israel 
First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco 

Grace Cathedral 

Most Holy Redeemer Catholic Church 
Old First Presbyterian Church 

Presbyterian Church in Chinatown 
Sinai Memorial Chapel 

St. Agnes Catholic Church Food Pantry 
St. Francis Lutheran Church Endowment 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
Third Baptist Church 

Trinity+St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Corporations 

Amazon 
The Boldt Company 

Dignity Health: St. Francis Memorial Hospital/St. Mary’s Medical Center 
Ground Floor Public Affairs 
Waffles & Honey Jewelry

Educational Institutions 

Archbishop Riordan High School 
The Brandeis School of San Francisco 

Convent & Stuart Hall 
Jewish Community High School of the Bay 

Junipero Serra High School 

Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory 
San Francisco Islamic School 

San Francisco State University 
St. Ignatius College Preparatory 

University of San Francisco 



Foundations 

Crankstart Foundation 
Jessica and Alejandro Foung Philanthropic Fund 

The Grove Foundation 
Coleen & Robert Haas Fund 

Walter & Elise Haas Fund 
Koret Foundation 

The George and Judy Marcus Family Foundation 

Metta Fund 
Providence Foundation 

The San Francisco Foundation 
SHARE Foundation 

Sierra Health Foundation 
Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation

Judicatories 

Archdiocese of San Francisco 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Episcopal Diocese of California 
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco 

Japanese American Religious Federation of San Francisco 
United Methodist Church – Bay District 

Individuals 

Tharanga Abeysekera 
Kashif Abdullah 

Bernadine Adams 
Rabia Afzal 

Adam Ahlbach 
Chris Ahlbach 

Connor Ahlbach 
Donald Ahlbach 

Greg Ahlbach 
John Ahlbach 

Mairead Ahlbach 
Susan Ahlbach 

Jeffrey Akel 
Mary Alba 

Yanitxa Albino 
David Alexander 

Mary Allen 
Natalie Allen 
Sets Amann 

Alison Amonette 
Adamantia and Ernest Antonis 

Father Mesrop Ash 
Diana Assereto 

Theresa Atangan 
Julie Bagniefski 

Sandy and Tony Barbieri 
Bailey Barnard, Sr. 

Charlotte Bautista 
Marta Bayol 

Rev. Lyle Beckman 
Margaret Beima 

Mabelette Bermck 
Louie Bernardo 

Dmitriy Bernasovskiy 
Mariah Bianchi 

Ned Black 
Rosemary Black 

Bonnie Blomberg 
Manuel Bohorquez 
Anna-Marie Booth 

Herman Bracey 
Sandra Bright 

The Brunt Family 
Michael Buckley 

The Rev. Gwen Buehrens and Rev. John Buehrens 
Rebecca Burad 

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Butler 
Christopher Calandro 

Alicia Callejo-Black 
Tessa Callejo and Dr. William Black 

Dr. Allen Calvin 
Anne Campbell 
Jonathan Cano 

Mary Jo and Donald Carroll 
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Shelley Carroll 
Laura Cashion 

Dana Cayce 
Elizabeth Cendenin 

Naomi Chamberlain-Harris 
Andrew Chan 
Rosalie Chan 
P.J. Cherrin 
David Chiu 
Myra Chow 

Jonathan Chu 
Carolyn Clary 

Mark Claycomb 
Bruce Colville 
Pat Condon 

Most Rev. Salvatore Cordileone 
Alex Coriano 

Estela Coriano 
Thomas Culp 

John Cumming 
Salvatore Curcio 

Carol Curran 
Kathy Curran 

Col. (Ret) Deborah Dacumos 
Katherine Dallaire 

Alex Datoc 
Leonhard Dawainis 

Erin de la Cruz 
Alan Dean 

Mary Liz DeJong 
Jackie Deng 

Nancy Deutsch 
Zach Deutsch-Gross 

Kathleen Devine 
Stephanie deWet 

Desiree Dieste 
Betsy Dodd and Jim Boddy 

Rev. Elaine Donlin 
Matt Drange 
Fran Dreier 

Donna Driscoll 
Catherine Ellis 

Nicholas Endres 
Margi English 

Gary Fauth 
Haley Fauth 

Patrick Feeney 
Joan Fitzpatrick 

Rev. Norman Fong 

Sophia and George Fonti 
Leah Forbes 
Robert Frank 
Gary Furney 

Andrew Galvan 
Maria Gavidia 
Robert Geary 
Jennifer Gee 

Rev. Marci Auld Glass 
Col. (Ret) D. Peter Gleichenhaus 

Emily Goldfarb 
Rabbi Jessica Zimmerman Graf 

Rev. Tova Green 
John Gribowich 
Richard Gross 

Rev. Fred Harrell 
Allison Harris 

Kholood Hassan 
Meredith Heller 

Rev. Maggi Henderson 
Mike Henseler 

Wendy Heumann 
Kaye Higashi 
Hala K. Hijazi 

Lorna Hill 
Mary Anne Hillis 
Patrick Hirigoyen 

Wendy Ho 
Helen Hollis 

Debbie and Mitch Horwitz 
Elana Horwitz 
Paige Hosking 

Rebecca Spiros Hoyer 
Georgette Huie 

Jennifer Hunsberger 
Melissa Hurley 
Maxim Ivanov 

Father John Jimenez 
Jacob Johnson 

Martha Johnson 
James Jordan 
Marcus Jung 
Joanie Juster 

Carole and Lefty Karkazis 
Abilgail Karlin-Resnick 

Ainur Kayupova 
Rev. Chuck Kelsey 
Michael Kemmitt 

Tom Kendall 
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Dave Keown 
Shaheena Khan 

Sister Kyoko Kimura 
Wendy and Howard Kleckner 

Rev. Patrice Kleinberg 
Kevin Knudtson 

Rabbi Debora Kohn 
Jennifer and George Kontaxis 

Rev. Robert Kossler 
Dr. M.H. Koya 

Terry Kraus 
Kate Kuckro 
Cristin Kuehl 

Janet Laughlin 
Diane Lawrence 

Karen Leach 
Mark Leno 

Vincent Liao 
Loretta Litke 

Dr. Mary Lomax-Ghirarduzzi and David Ghirarduzzi 
David Lorentz 

The Rev. Canon Debra Low-Skinner 
Ada Lowe and Andrew Lee 
Stephanie McGinn Luedorf 

Michael Macia 
Leo Magnaye 

Dr. Lynn Mahoney 
Suzanne Manneh 

Valentina Marchuk 
Kate McFadden 

Constance McIntyre 
Naheed Misfeldt 

Danny Montemayor 
John Moore 
Navin Moul 

Naima Moutaim 
Mary Molly Mullaney 

Ferkhunda Murad 
Maggie and Joe Murphy 

Marie Murphy 
Fred Naraghi 

Nancy Nielsen 
Terrence Nichols 
Crawford Noble 

Kathleen O’Connor 
Christopher O’Grady 

Mary O’Grady 
Peggy O’Grady 

Joyce Oishi 

Marlene Olivencia 
Rev. Monique Ortiz 

Cynthia Ovares 
Karen Pace 
David Page 

Patricia and Tom Pantazis 
Dr. Sophia Papageorgiou 

Michael G. Pappas 
Vicente Patino 

Dr. & Mrs. W. Gordon Peacock 
Annette Rogers Peretti 

Tina Petrakis 
Rosanne Piccinini 
Jennifer Polovina 

Timothy Ponti 
Michaela Presti 

Leticia Preza 
Margaret Price 

Kathleen Purcell 
Quanhong Qiu 
Nasiha Raman 

Kimberley and Paul Rodler 
Jen Rohrbach 

Lisa Rome 
Michael Roosevelt 

Robert Root 
Nicole Rosa 

The Rev. Canon Anna Rossi 
Joel Rubinstein 

Mary Russell 
Kenneth Ryan 

Ed Samp 
Mark Schack 
Douglas Scott 

Gabriella Schultz 
Elisabeth Semel and James Thomson 

Rita R. Semel 
Shahin Shaikh 

Jeffrey Shames 
Nancy Sheftel-Gomes 

Patricia Shepherd 
Dr. William Shore 
Thomas Simpson 

Mira and Ralph Sinick 
Camilla Smith 
Suzanne Smith 

Rev. Vanessa Southern 
Maria Lourdes Mendoza Sotomayor 

Kathleen Sperry 
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Laura Steinman 
Jeffrey Suppes 

Catherine Sweeney 
Kay Sweeney 
Randi Swindel 

Richard Sylvester 
Patrick Taylor 

Shelly and Scott Taylor 
Margaret Teshara 

Mei Thai 
Dominic Thompon 
Lillian Thompson 

David Tin 
Marie Tourlos 

Thomas Tragardh 
Alfred Trigueiro 

Virginia Trumpbour 
Kath Tsakalakis 

Dana Utz 
Maureen Valentini 

Sebastian Vallelunga 
Theresa Vallez-Kelly 

Ottilie Valverde 
Judith Vaughn 
Diane Velleno 

Karen Nelson Villanueva 
Omer Voss 

Laurence Walker 
Milton Walsh 
Damian Wang 
Tina Warren 

Marvin K. White 
Matthew Whitney 

Jay Wilkins 
Monica Williams 

Ross Wilson 
Sue Lim Yee 

Elvie Ysip 
Cynthia S. Zamboukos 

Mary J. Zamboukos 
Sharon and Peter Zamboukos 

Jason Zhu 
Anissa Zientara

 

Rita R. Semel Endowment Fund 
for Interfaith Work 

 

 
2023 Supporters 

 

Randal Baier 
Louise and Louis Barnett 

Judy Gold Bloom 
Ardis and Alfred Breslauer 

Dr. James Campbell 
Diana Conan 
Thomas Culp 

Dr. Mikiko Huang and Dr. Marshall Stoller 
Keith Kojimoto 

Nancy Sheftel-Gomes 
Steven White 
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San Francisco Interfaith Council Board of Directors 

2023 - 2024 
 
 

Rev. Vanessa Southern, Chair 
First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco 

 

The Rev. Canon Debra Low-Skinner, Vice Chair 
Episcopal Diocese of California 

 

Rev. Fred Harrell, Treasurer 
City Church of San Francisco 

 

Col. (Ret) Deborah Dacumos, Secretary 
St. Dominic’s Catholic Church, St. John of God Catholic Church, 

San Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission 
 

Kashif Abdullah, San Francisco Islamic School 
Rev. Dr. Leroy Adams, Jr., Providence Baptist Church 

Father Mesrop Ash, St. John Armenian Apostolic Church 
Wilma Batiste, Neighborhood Baptist Church 

Derick Brown, University of San Francisco 
Rev. Dr. Jonathan Butler, Third Baptist Church, 

SF African American Faith-Based Coalition and UCSF 
Tessa Rouverol Callejo, St. Agnes Catholic Church 

Winnie Chu 
Rev. Norman Fong, Presbyterian Church in Chinatown 
Andrew Galvan, Old Mission Dolores, Ohlone Nation 
Rev. Marci Auld Glass, Calvary Presbyterian Church 

Rabbi Jessica Zimmerman Graf, Congregation Sherith Israel 
Paige Hosking, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Sister Kyoko Kimura, Brahma Kumaris Meditation Center 
Father Matt Link, C.PP.S, Most Holy Redeemer Catholic Church 

The Rev. Canon Anna Rossi, Grace Cathedral 
Rita R. Semel, Past Chair, Congregation Emanu-El 

Swami Tattwamayananda, Vedanta Society of Northern California 
Rev. Trent Thornley, San Francisco Night Ministry 
Marvin K. White, M.Div., Glide Memorial Church 
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Your contribution will enable the San Francisco Interfaith Council  
 

to continue to engage in activities vital to interfaith cooperation,  
 

philanthropic service and social justice. 
 

 
 

Please visit: https://sfic.harnessgiving.org/donate/ 
 

or mail your contribution to: 
 

San Francisco Interfaith Council 
P.O. Box 29055 

San Francisco, CA 94129 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 

https://sfic.harnessgiving.org/donate/

