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Celebrating our diverse faiths 

and spiritual traditions, 

the San Francisco Interfaith Council 

brings people together 

to build understanding 

and serve our community. 

 

San Francisco Interfaith Council 

Michael G. Pappas, M.Div., Executive Director 

P.O. Box 29055 

San Francisco, CA 94129 

415-474-1321 

Email: mgpappas@sfinterfaithcouncil.org 

Office email : office@sfinterfaithcouncil.org 

Website: www.sfinterfaithcouncil.org 
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Welcome to the 

25th Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer Breakfast 

 
The San Francisco Interfaith Council welcomes you to the 25th Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer 
Breakfast. The Council exists to serve and give voice to our City’s 800 congregations, their respective 
judicatories, and the faith-based social service agencies that provide the safety net for San Francisco’s 
most vulnerable residents. 
 
The Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer Breakfast is our major event of the year, when representatives 
of the faith community, civic leaders and residents come together to give thanks for the gifts bestowed 
on our City and to pray for the well-being of all of our residents. 
 
Each year at this breakfast, we shine the spotlight on the important contributions the religious community 
makes to the life of San Francisco.  
 
At a time when our undocumented sisters and brothers are being forced to live in fear under the threat 
of family separation and deportation, are unjustly detained, physically and emotionally abused, when 
cities are being infiltrated by masked Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and worse, National Guard 
troops, communities of all expressions of faith are speaking up, protesting, standing in solidarity, 
accompanying, and in their rich tradition, giving sanctuary to our beloved siblings. Today, we remind San 
Francisco that before there was a Sanctuary Ordinance there was a Sanctuary Movement, and that 
movement was led by people of faith. At this challenging and defining moment, the San Francisco 
Interfaith Council (SFIC) is party to two lawsuits, one challenging the current federal administration's 
threat to withhold funds because we are a Sanctuary City and the other as a plaintiff challenging the 
administration's rescission of the "sensitive locations" policy which prohibits immigration enforcement in 
houses of worship, hospitals, educational and affiliated social service agencies. This policy rescission has 
resulted in the fear of good and faithful people to attend worship services, receive needed medical 
treatment, attend classroom education and receive key services critical to their very existence. On this 
end the SFIC is partnering with the SF-Marin Food Bank to expand its food delivery program to those now 
fearful to come to the plethora of congregations that host food pantries. Additionally, the SFIC continues 
to collaborate with the SF Office of Civic Engagement and Immigrant Affairs to disseminate important, 
time-sensitive immigrant rights resources to its 800 communities of faith and religious institutions and, 
most recently re-activated its Immigration Defense Fund to collect funds from the community as it 
partners with The San Francisco Foundation's Stand Together Bay Area Fund, to provide critical funding 
to community led organizations directly responding to the needs of our undocumented sisters and 
brothers at this fragile time. Most importantly, today we lift our prophetic voice to unapologetically and 
unashamedly call out those who dare distort and demonize that which is good and holy and declare that 
Sanctuary is a sacred value, not just here in San Francisco, but to all humanity. 
 
We are grateful for your presence here today and hope that this experience will inspire you to participate 
in the many important activities of the San Francisco Interfaith Council. 
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This Breakfast’s 25th Anniversary! 

 

Since November 24, 1998, the San Francisco Interfaith Council has hosted our City's annual Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Prayer Breakfast. These gatherings of San Francisco's most prominent faith and civic leaders 
shine a light on the significant contributions of our City's 800 communities of faith and religious 
institutions to enriching civic life and partnering to meet the challenges of the moment. From violence 
prevention, to feeding the hungry and caring for the homeless, to environmental leadership, to its critical 
roles in responding to disasters and protecting immigrants, chaplaincy, and so much more, these 
breakfasts tell the story of how interfaith engagement, exercising a unified prophetic voice and faith in 
action have contributed to making ours a signature and special City. 
 

1998 – 2025 
 

   Date                    Theme    
                                            
11/24/1998     Leaves of Blessing: Prayers for the City 
11/23/1999     Dawn Blessings for Our City 
11/21/2000     Embracing Our Children and Our Youth 
11/20/2001     Caring for the City’s Children 
11/26/2002     Moving On and Reaching Out to Our Children and Youth 
12/02/2003     Prayers from Faith Communities in the City 
11/23/2004     Healing a Troubled World 
11/22/2005     Serving Our City Together 
11/21/2006     Honoring Models of Hope: Creating a Peaceful City 
11/20/2007     Honoring Models of Hope: Recognizing Organizations Overcoming Violence 
11/25/2008     Feeding the Hungry: Honoring Congregations and the San Francisco Food Bank 
11/24/2009     Honoring Congregations for Disaster Preparedness 
11/23/2010     Honoring the Unsung Healers: Hospital and Hospice Chaplains 
11/22/2011     Repairing the World: Honoring the Work of Rita R. Semel 
11/20/2012     Going Green: Honoring Congregations and California Interfaith Power & Light for Their 
                             Environmental Leadership 
11/26/2013     Honoring Veterans and the Faith Communities that Serve Them 
11/25/2014     Celebrating 25 Years of Faith-Based Collaboration: Together We Can Do More! 
11/24/2015     Faith and Sanctuary: There Are No Strangers 
11/22/2016     The Soul of the City: Faith and Social Justice in San Francisco 
11/21/2017     Communities of Faith Nurturing Education in our City 
11/20/2018     30th Anniversary Observance of Interfaith Winter Shelter 
11/26/2019     Celebrating 30 Years of Interfaith Collaboration in San Francisco 
2020 – 2022    Due to COVID pandemic the Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer Breakfasts were not held 
11/21/2023     35th Anniversary Observance of Interfaith Winter Shelter 
11/26/2024     35th Anniversary of the Founding of the San Francisco Interfaith Council  
11/25/2025     Sanctuary, A San Francisco Value 
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Sponsors for Today’s Breakfast

 
Premier Sponsor - $10,000 
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Signature Sponsors - $5,000 
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Supporting Sponsors - $2,500 

 

 
 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

 
    Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 
 

                                                                         1 Chronicles 16:34   
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Table Sponsors - $1,500 
 

Archdiocese of San Francisco 
Buddhist Church of San Francisco 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 
Congregation Beth Sholom 
Congregation Sherith Israel 

Rev. Staci Current 
Episcopal Community Services 
Episcopal Diocese of California 

First Universalist Society of San Francisco 
Grace Cathedral 

Ground Floor Public Affairs 
Jewish Community Relations Council Bay Area 

Jewish Federation Bay Area 
Most Holy Redeemer Catholic Church 

Abby and Jason Porth 
SF-Marin Food Bank 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
University of San Francisco 

The YMCA of Greater San Francisco 
 

 

 
Sustaining Sponsors - $750 

 
Tessa Callejo and Bill Black 

Catholic Charities CYO 
Islamic Networks Group (ING) 

Lutheran Social Services 
San Francisco Zen Center 

St. Ignatius Parish 
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We Thank Those Who Have Supported 

the San Francisco Interfaith Council in 2025 
 
 

 
 

Agencies 
 

Catholic Charities CYO 
Chinatown Community Development Center 

Episcopal Community Services 
GLIDE 

Institute on Aging 
Lutheran Social Services 

Mercy Housing 
St. Vincent de Paul Society

 
 
 
 
 

Congregations 
 

The Brahma Kumaris Meditation Center, San Francisco 
Calvary Presbyterian Church 

Christ Church, Lutheran 
Congregation Beth Sholom 

Congregation Emanu-El 
Grace Cathedral 

Noe Valley Ministry 
Old First Presbyterian Church 

Presbyterian Church in Chinatown 
Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church 

St. Agnes Catholic Church 
St. Francis Lutheran Church 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
St. Mary & St. Martha Lutheran Church 

Trinity+St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Unity Spiritual Center of San Francisco 

 

 

Corporations 
 

Waffles & Honey Jewelry 
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Educational Institutions 
 

Archbishop Riordan High School 
Brandeis School of San Francisco 

Convent & Stuart Hall 
Junipero Serra High School 

Notre Dame High School Belmont 
Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory 

San Francisco Islamic School 
St. Ignatius College Preparatory 

 
 

Foundations 
 

Bigglesworth Family Foundation 
Crankstart 

Colleen and Robert D. Haas Fund 
Koret Foundation 

Alexander M. and June L. Maisin Foundation of the 
Jewish Community Federation and Endowment Fund 

Providence Foundation 
Omer G. Voss Charitable Fund 

Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation 
San Francisco Foundation 

 
 

Judicatories 
 

Archdiocese of San Francisco 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Japanese American Religious Federation of San Francisco 
 
 

Non-Profits 
 

The Healing Well 
Tabernacle Community Development Corporation 
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Individuals 
 

Kashif Abdullah 
Rev. Dr. Leroy Adams, Jr. 

Adam Ahlbach 
Beth Ahlbach 
Chris Ahlbach 

Connor Ahlbach 
Greg Ahlbach 
John Ahlbach 

Susan Ahlbach 
Jeffrey Akel 

Alison Amonette 
Erica Arteseros 
Fr. Mesrop Ash 
Diana Assereto 

Bryan Baker 
Suzanne Bartek 

Marta Bayol 
Rev. Lyle Beckman 

George Biniek 
Carmina Blanco 

Barbara Bock 
Robert Boguski 

James Boles 
Thomas Boles 

Anna-Marie Booth 
Ardis and Alfred Breslauer 

Kelli Broin 
Derick Brown 
Patricia Busk 

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Butler 
Donna and Brian Cahill 

Kristine Calara 
Tessa Callejo and Bill Black 

Dr. James Campbell 
Donald Carroll 
Shelley Carroll 
Laura Cashion 

Patricia Chambers 
David Chiu 

Rev. Beate Chun 
Carolyn Clary 

Mark Claycomb 
Ellen Cleary 

Rev. Evered Cohen 
Susie Coliver 
Bruce Colville 
Susan Conrad 

Most Rev. Salvatore Cordileone 
Stephanie Corpos 

Thomas Culp 
Kathy Curran 

Rev. Staci Current 
Col. Deborah Dacumos 

Judith Daddio 
Alex Datoc 

Leonhard Dawainis 
Mary Liz DeJong 

John Dellar 
Nancy Deutsch 

Zack Deutsch-Gross 
Betsy Dodd and Jim Boddy 

Rev. Elaine Donlin 
Paola Dozzo 

Katharyn Dudgeon 
Sally Durgan 

Priscilla Dwyer 
Greg Egertson 

Terri Echelbarger 
Rev. Elizabeth Ekdale and Rev. Hans Hoch 

Eileen Emerson-Boles 
Pat Feeney 

Roger Feigelson 
Chris Fern 

Rev. Paul Fitzgerald, S.J. 
Joan Fitzpatrick 

Roger Fong 
Robert Frank 

Eszter Freeman 
Sally Freeman 
Rita Freimanis 
Gary Furney 

Andrew Galvan 
Andrea Garber 

Maria and Dagoberto Gavidia 
Robert Geary 

Jeannette Given 
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Rev. Marci Glass 
Emily Goldfarb 
Martha Gould 

Amy Gray-Schlink 
Jonathan Greenberg 

John Gribowich 
Richard Gross 

Heather Grossman 
Kathleen Gulbengay 

Rev. Fred Harrell 
Derek Harrison 

John Healy 
Marilyn Herand 

Robert Herrmann 
Wendy Heumann 

Christine Hills 
Patrick Hirigoyen 

Irene Hodes 
Helen Hollis 

Paige Hosking 
Lizzy Hull Barnes 
Catherine Huston 

Anne and Jerrold Jayne 
Martha Johnson 

Joanie Juster 
Mariann Kabir 

Miles Kao 
Joan Karlin and Paul Resnick 

Abigail Karlin-Resnick and Andrew Cheng 
Irene Kaufman 

Rev. Keenan Kelsey 
Michael Kemmitt 
Daniel Keohane 

Dave Keown 
Joy Kim 

Sr. Kyoko Kimura 
Archbishop Franzo King 

Wendy and Howard Kleckner 
Rev. Pat Kleinberg 

Kevin Knudtson 
Rev. Robert Kossler 

Terry Kraus 
Steve Kroner 
Gordon Lacey 
Randi Lachter 

Deborah Lafferty 
Jeannette LaFors 

Susan Lakatos 

Diane Lawrence 
Rev. Junchol Lee 

Mark Leno 
Sherry Lester 
David Lorentz 

The Rev. Canon Debra Low-Skinner 
Bilal Mahmood 

Dr. Lynn Mahoney 
David Major 
Cora McCoy 

Shireen McSpadden 
Kathy McTiernan 

The Rev. Eric Metoyer 
Mary Molly Mullaney 

Maggie and Joe Murphy 
Mary Murphy 

Stefanie Nastari 
Karen Nemsick 
Nancy Nielsen 

Peggy O’Donnell 
Christopher O’Grady 

Peggy O’Grady 
Karen Pace 

Michael G. Pappas 
Aileen Paras 

Annette Peretti 
Shirley Perkins 

Catherine Personius 
Rosanne Piccinini 

Kenneth Piercy Trust 
Megan Pryor Lorentz 

Ana Delia Raggo 
Nasiha Rahman 
Nancy Ramirez 

Traness Robinson 
William Romer 

The Rev. Canon Anna Rossi 
Joel Rubinstein 

Mary Russell 
Kenneth Ryan 

Rev. Terrence Ryan 
Ed Samp 

Joel Sandberg 
Mark Schack 

Emily and Jim Scheinman 
Gabriella Schultz 

Isra Sebiaa 
Lynne and Edward Segal 
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Rita R. Semel 
Nancy Sheftel-Gomes 

Patricia Shepherd 
Dr. William Shore 

Mira and Ralph Sinick 
Camilla Smith 

Kelly Smith 
Suzanne Smith 
Rhonda Sparks 

Mario Starc 
Dena Stein 

Anne Stricherz 
Susan Sutton 
Randi Swindel 

Richard Sylvester 
Swami Tattwamayananda 

Scott Taylor 
Sarah Tenpas 
Walter Thoma 

Janet Tom 
Thomas Tragardh 

Virginia Trumpbour 
Kath Tsakalakis 

David Tucker 
Robert Turley 

Gerardo Velazquez 
Fr. Milton Walsh 

Mary Wanser 
Meave Ward 

Stanley Watson 
Rona Weintraub 

Ashley Wells and Joshua Karlin-Resnick 
Rev. Marvin White 
Monica Williams 

Ross Wilson 
Mary Wong 
Janice Wood 

Michelle Wood 
Thomas Wright 
Lori Yamauchi 

Elvira Ysip 
Cynthia S. Zamboukos 

Mary J. Zamboukos 
David Zebker 

Rabbi Jessica Zimmerman Graf

Rita R. Semel Endowment Fund for Interfaith Work 
 
 

2025 Supporters 
 

Randal Baier 
Louise and Louis Barnett 

Diana Conan 
Thomas Culp 
Jerilyn Gelt 
Eliza Gibson 

Dr. Mikiko Huang and Dr. Marshall Stoller 
Keith Kojimoto 

Anne Kronenberg 
Janet Levy 

Mark Solomons 

 

Cross Sector Partners 
 
 

DCG Strategies 
Friends of the Urban Forest 

SF CARD 
SF-Marin Food Bank 

San Francisco Labor Council 
San Francisco Opera 

 



 

 
  

Interfaith Winter Shelter 
 

2024 – 2025 Season 
 

The San Francisco Interfaith Council extends deep appreciation to our principal partners and the countless 
faithful who deserve heartfelt credit for making this season’s Interfaith Winter Shelter possible. 
 

San Francisco Department of Homelessness & Supportive Housing 
Episcopal Community Services 

 

Host Sites 
 

Canon Kip Senior Center 
Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption 

First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco 
Quaker Meeting House 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 
Meal Providers 

 
Adkins and Wright Family 

Bethany United Methodist Church 
Bridgepoint Community Church 

Buddhist Church of San Francisco 
Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation 
Calvary Presbyterian Church 

CHEFs 
Chinese Congregational Church 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Congregation Beth Sholom 

Congregation Emanu-El 
Congregation Sherith Israel 

Cornerstone Trinity Baptist Church 
Dignity San Francisco 

Episcopal Church of the Incarnation 
Episcopal Church of St. Mary the Virgin 

First Universalist Society of San Francisco 
Food Not Bombs/SF Quakers 

Holy Trinity Cathedral 
Knights of St. Francis 

 
Konko Church of San Francisco 

Mission Dolores Basilica 
Noe Valley Ministry Presbyterian Church 

Old First Presbyterian Church 
Or Shalom Jewish Community 

Presbyterian Church in Chinatown 
Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory 

St. Agnes Young Adult Group 
St. Francis Episcopal Church 

St. Ignatius Parish 
St. John Armenian Apostolic Church 

St. Stephen Parish 
St. Teresa of Avila Church 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference 
St. Vincent de Paul Conference –  

St. Mary’s Cathedral 
St. Vincent de Paul Society –  

Holy Name Conference 
Temple United Methodist Church
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San Francisco Interfaith Council Board of Directors 
 

2025 - 2026 
 
 

Fr. Mesrop Ash, Chair, St. John Armenian Apostolic Church 
Rev. Dr. Jonathan Butler, Vice Chair, SF African American Faith-Based Coalition,  

NAACP San Francisco Chapter, UCSF, and Jerusalem Baptist Church 
Rev. Fred Harrell, Treasurer, City Church San Francisco 

Rev. Staci Current, Secretary, Temple United Methodist Church 
 
 

Kashif Abdullah, San Francisco Islamic School 
Rev. Dr. Leroy Adams, Jr., Providence Baptist Church 

Derick Brown, The YMCA of Greater San Francisco 
Tessa Rouverol Callejo, Nonprofit Consultant, St. Agnes Catholic Church 

Winnie Chu 
Rev. Beate Chun, St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 

Col. Deborah Dacumos, St. Dominic’s Catholic Church and 
SF Veterans Affairs Commission 

Andrew Galvan, Old Mission Dolores and Ohlone Nation 
Rev. Marci Auld Glass, Calvary Presbyterian Church 

Fr. Kevin Kennedy, Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption 
Sr. Kyoko Kimura, The Brahma Kumaris Meditation Center, San Francisco 

Rev. Junchol Lee, Swedenborgian Church of San Francisco 
Patrice Mano, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

The Rev. Canon Anna Rossi, Grace Cathedral 
Rabbi Amanda Russell, Congregation Beth Sholom 

Rabbi Rena Singer, Congregation Emanu-El 
Rev. Trent Thornley, San Francisco Night Ministry 

Rev. Marvin K. White, Glide Memorial Church 
 

Rita R. Semel, Board Member Emeritus 
Congregation Emanu-El 
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Your contribution will enable the San Francisco Interfaith Council 

to continue to engage in activities vital to interfaith cooperation, 

philanthropic service and social justice. 

  

Please visit: https://sfic.harnessgiving.org/donate/ 

or mail your contribution to: 

San Francisco Interfaith Council 

P.O. Box 29055 

San Francisco, CA 94129 

Thank you for your support! 
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